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Prepared  in  the  Division  of  '.'/ildlife  Refuses 


The  Lake  Mattarauskeet  V/ildlife  Refuge,  containing  some  50,000  acres 
of  land  and  water,  is  situated  in  Hyde  County,  eastorn  North  Carolina, 
and  may  be  reached  by  a  short  side  road  from  United  States  Highway  ITo. 
264.  Headquarters  for  the  refuge  are  at  New  Hollr.nd.   Purchased  by  the 
United  States  in  1934  and  administered  by  the  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  win- 
tering areas  for  geese  and  swans  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 

The  refuge,  a  lake  bed  slightly  below  sea  level  and  in  its  natural 
condition  having  an  average  water  depth  of  about  4  feet,  was  at  one  time 
drained  for  agricultural  purposes.  The  undertaking  was  s  failure,  how- 
ever, involving  heavy  investments  and  depriving  nigrstory  v/aterfowl  of 
an  important  resting  and  feeding  arer.   Since  1932,  when  "oumping  was  aban- 
doned, the  lake  has  refilled  and  has  regained  its  status  as  an  excellent 
habitat  for  virildlife. 

The  old  p-umping  plant  constructed  by  the  drainage  company  in  1916 
has  been  remodeled  into  a  modern  administration  building  and  Icige  for  the 
accommodation  of  visitors.  The  smokestack  of  the  pumping  plant  has  been 
converted  into  a  120--foot  observation  tower,  which  affords  an  excellent 
view  of  the  refuge  and  is  of  great  assistance  in  locating  fires  and  lav; 
violators.  Much  additional  work  has  been  done,  including  fencing  and 
posting,  installation  of  flood  gates,  construction  of  fire  lanes  and  bound- 
ary trails,  remodeling  of  several  additional  buildings,  and  the  propagation 
of  food  and  cover  plants  for  birds.  All  this  work  has  been  done  i\i.^h  labor 
made  available  by  tho  Civilian  Coiisorvation  Cores. 

In  cooperation  with  the  ITorth  Carolina  State  Department  of  Conservation 
and  in  accordance  with  State  and  iTederal  hunting  regulations,  a  -oart  of  the 
refuge  has  been  set  aside  for  vratorfovl   hunting  during  the  open  season. 
Each  person  hunting  on  th^  refuge  must  obtain  a  permit  from  "the  officer  in 
charge,  or  his  di-'T-y  authorized  representative,  and  each  person  or  group  of 
persons  shooting  from  a  single  blind  must  be  accompanied" by  a  registered 


guide.   DuTing  the  193S  open  season,  a  total  of  2,558  hunters  took  3,777 
geese  and  3,C54  ducks. 

Wishing  is  permitted  on  the  refuge  throughout  the  year,  except  during 
the  waterfowl  hunting  season,  and  excellent  catches  have  h^en'' reported. 
Each  person  fishing  on  the  refuge  must  have  in  his  possession  a  permit 
from  the  officer  in  charge,  or  his  duly  authorized  representative,  in  ad- 
dition to  a  valid  State  fishing  license  if  such  license  is  rcquirGd. 

The  principal  waterfowl  on  the  refuge  are  geese,  although  ducks  and 
swans  use  it  extensively.   Because  of  the  protection  afforded,  the  "birds 
have  "become  somewhat  tame  and  can  "be  o'bserved  at  close  range.   One  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  species  of  "birds  have  "been  identified  on  the  refuge,  in- 
cluding sixteen  species  of  ducks  and  many  other  common  "birds,  as  loons, 
gre"bes,  cormorants,  egrets,  rails,  herons,  terns,  "bitterns,  gallinules, 
coots,  sandpipers,  gulls,  mourning  doves,  and  quails.   Deer  are  occasionally 
seen  from  the  o"bservation  tower  at  the  headquarters,  and  muskrats  are  common 
on  marshy  parts  of  the  area. 

The  Lake  Mattamuskeet  Wildlife  Refuge  is  one  of  the  important  stations 
for  the  "banding  of  migratory  waterfowl,  leading  all  others  in  the  num"b9r  of 
Canada  geese  thus  marked.  A  study  of  the  data  resulting  from  "banding  opera- 
tions on  this  refuge  shoves  that  the  geese  wintering  in  this  section  of  the 
Atlantic  coast  come  from  "breeding  grounds  that  are  chiefly  along  the  eastern 
shores  of  Hudson  Bay.   Coastal-"bred  "birds  from  La"brador,  Hewfoundland,  and 
the  Maritime  Provinces  of  Canada  rarely  go  so  far  south.   Since  most  of  the 
migratory  waterfowl  of  the  Atlantic  flyway  spend  the  winter  months  on  the 
South  Atlantic  coast,  the  Lake  Mattamuskeet  Refuge  is  one  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance.  It  serves  as  winter  quarters  for  large  num"bers  of  ducks  and  geese, 
and  is  a  feeding  and  resting  area  for  many  others  during  their  migratory 
flights. 


